                                                        POKE SALAD FESTIVAL

                                         GRAND MARSHALL

                                        DR POWELL LAYTON


Since schools and education have been the most thought and talked about subject recently, the Poke Salad Festival Committee felt the timing was perfect to ask Dr. Powell Layton to serve as the Grand Marshall of our Parade. Dr. Layton was the first principal of Northwood High School and chooses to live in Blanchard to this day.


Dr. Layton was born in Smithville, Texas, graduated high school there in 1940. He began his education attending Southwest Texas State in 1941 and joined the Naval Reserves in 1942. Taking a break to serve his country, Dr. Layton served as a Lt. J G Naval Officer and Skipper aboard a Landing Craft Tank, and followed that up serving in the Naval Reserves until 1963.


Education became Dr. Layton’s focus aside from marrying Dorotha Nell Parker in 1947, and able to work in graduating from Southwestern Texas State with a B.S. in 1948 and a M.A. in Education Administration in 1949. The next logical step was to attain an Education Doctorate in 1978 from Northeast Louisiana University. Upon graduating from college he served as Principal of the Belcher School from 1948 – 1955, Principal at Lakeshore Jr. High from 1955 – 1967, and finally Northwood’s first Principal from 1967 – 1973. Dr. Layton then continued to pursue his passion for education working with the Caddo Parish School Board and the Caddo Teachers Association from 1973 - 1978 and remained in education as a Teacher Curriculum Instructor in Centenary’s Education Dept. from 1978 – 2004.


Dr. Layton has two children and five grandchildren of which his daughter Kathy, son Powell Jr., and himself were all Baptized at Trinity Heights Baptist Church and he was ordained as a Deacon in 1961. After 56 years in education, Dr. Layton is now studying Bible lessons, camellias, yard care, wood working, cooking and stained glass art as his personal retirement rewards.


Dr. Layton, thank you for living with us in Blanchard and for your personal devotion to providing our children’s, grand children’s, and in many cases our own education and spiritual growth.


Congratulations Grand Marshall – Sir:
